ALEX GREENE
accidentalshrike@gmail.com
Citizenship: USA & Switzerland
EDUCATION
M.Sc.  Ethnobotany, University of Kent, U.K. (First Class)
2018
Dissertation: God’s own country: Linking faith to conservation in sacred and community forests of far western Nepal (Distinction)

B.A.    Comparative Religion, University of Puget Sound, U.S.A.
2011
Study Abroad: University of Cần Thơ, Việt Nam, 2010
Mekong Delta Ecology and Community-Based Natural Resource Management 
POSITIONS
Co-founder
2021-present
Healing Earth Alliance (HEARTH)


Affiliate Researcher
2019-present


Centre for Biocultural Diversity, University of Kent, U.K.
Secretary
2019-present


Religion and Conservation Biology Working Group Board, Society for Conservation Biology
Copyeditor; Guest Editor; Interviewer
2018-present


The Ethnobotanical Assembly (TEA)
EMPLOYMENT
Ph.D. Student
2020-present
French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), Cayenne, France

Conducting research on the role played by plant exchange networks in the maintenance of biocultural resilience among the global Hmong diaspora.
Lecturer
2022

University of French Guiana, Cayenne, France

Delivering classes in English Practice and Comprehension to undergraduate students majoring in foreign languages. Curriculum design, lecturing and grading.
Riparian Botanist
2020
Montana Natural Heritage Program (MTNHP), Wyoming, USA

Collecting botanical data as part of the Lotic AIM protocol to monitor stream and riparian corridor health on BLM lands throughout Wyoming.
Independent Researcher
2020
Firebird Foundation (funder), Darchula, Nepal

Project design and team management while conducting grant-funded research on agricultural practices and oral literature as indicators of biocultural diversity in far western Nepal.
Ecologist
2019

Grouse Mountain Ecological Consultants, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, Utah, Colorado, USA
Surveys to ensure regulatory compliance, including raptor and songbird point counts and nest searches, prairie dog and amphibian surveys, and terrestrial AIM botanical surveys.
National Geographic Explorer

2018-2019
National Geographic Society (funder), Chiang Mai University, Thailand

Grant-funded research into Asian elephant self-medication and the origins of ethnoveterinary medical practices with Sgaw Karen communities in northern Thailand.
Environmental Education Coordinator
2014-2017
Napa-Solano Audubon Society, Napa, California, USA
Delivering educational programs, developing curriculum, leading field trips, designing and running ornithological studies, coordinating volunteers and events, grant writing and fundraising, building partnerships and developing printed materials.  

Program Leader
2017; 2019
Rustic Pathways, Thailand and Laos

Leading teenagers on immersive service learning trips in Southeast Asia. Conducting group discussions and ensuring student health, safety and satisfaction in conditions ranging from crowded urban markets to remote mountain villages.

Botany Field Technician
2016

University of Idaho, Idaho, Oregon and Nevada, USA
Collecting botanical data on recently burned sagebrush steppe, biomass preparation, data entry and proofing and GPS navigation.



Program Leader
2015

Visions Service Adventures, Alaska, USA
Leading high school students on a month-long service learning project in a remote Athabaskan village. Managing a kitchen for 30 people; leading backpacking and outdoor activities, and running a carpentry work site.

Avian Field Technician
2014; 2015
Colorado State University (CSU), Colorado, USA
Conducting breeding bird point count surveys for a study on how spruce beetle outbreaks affect avian diversity.  

Breeding Bird Survey Technician
2013; 2014; 2015
Bird Conservancy of the Rockies (BCOR), Arizona and Colorado, USA
Conducting point count surveys of breeding birds, collecting botanical data, GPS navigation and data entry.

Botany Field Technician

2014
United States Geological Survey (USGS), Oregon and Nevada, USA
Botany surveys along riparian corridors: identification of forbs, shrubs and trees; plot, point intercept and canopy cover surveys; GPS navigation; data entry and proofing.

Conservation Intern
2014
National Audubon Society; Audubon Minnesota, Saint Paul, Minnesota, USA
Bird collision monitoring, volunteer training and management, GIS mapping, work with Important Bird Area and Breeding Bird Atlas programs, data management with MS Access.

Coastal Waterbird Monitor




2012

Massachusetts Audubon Society, Martha’s Vineyard, Massachusetts, USA

Nest monitoring of endangered Piping Plovers and other shorebirds; point count surveys, band re-sighting, nest searching and data entry. Design and delivery of educational programs.
Botany Technician
2011
Bureau of Land Management (BLM), Dolores, Colorado, USA
Conducting a botanical inventory survey of 80 acres, data entry and management, leading interpretive tours and Native Plant Garden maintenance.
RESEARCH PROJECTS
Ethnobotany

Medicinal plant knowledge and elephant self-medication, Thailand
2018-2019
This ongoing study investigates the possibility that some plants used in human herbal medicine originated as plants used by elephants for self-medication, then were employed by mahouts for ethnoveterinary medicine and finally were used in human medicine.

Linking belief to conservation in sacred forests of far western Nepal
2018

A study on the role sacred forests and community forests play in the preservation of biodiversity and biocultural diversity within the Kailash Sacred Landscape. Anthropological and ethnobotanical techniques were employed.

Traditional plant knowledge of the Raglay in Nui Chua National Park, Vietnam
2010

This survey of ethnobotanical knowledge investigated the plants used traditionally by the Raglay people, an Austronesian minority group living in a national park buffer zone.

Ornithology

Tricolored Blackbird Breeding Colony Survey, California, USA
2017

This study surveyed all active breeding colonies of the endangered Tricolored Blackbird in Solano County using a team of paid field technicians. Data was used to ground-truth an audio survey device deployed at one colony.

Centennial Park Bird Monitoring Program, California, USA
2015-2016

An avian survey of three riparian corridors using a team of hired technicians to collect baseline data on the avian community just prior to riparian restoration. The study will be repeated 5 years after the riparian restoration is complete to determine how stream restoration affects birds. 

Napa Creek Bird Monitoring Program, California, USA
2015-2016

This one-year study trained teenage citizen scientists to conduct an avian survey using a point count protocol. One urban riparian corridor was monitored to determine its importance to the avian community across different seasons. 

GRANTS

Current Funding:

€3,000 – ERASMUS+, University of French Guiana
2022

Fieldwork on Hmong ethnobotany in a newly founded community in Suriname

Completed Grants: 
$5,000 – Lewis & Clark Fund, American Philosophical Society
2022
The circulation of ethnobotanical knowledge and practice in the Hmong diaspora
$2,500 – Richard Evans Schultes Award, Society for Economic Botany
2021

A survey of Hmong agrobiodiversity and plant exchange in Nan Province, Thailand
$9,992 – Firebird Foundation for Anthropological Research
2019

Documenting the sacred oral literature of Mallikarjun, Nepal

$800 – Community Action Grant, National Geographic Society
2019
Organizing two community workshops on Human-elephant Coexistence in Sabah, Malaysia

$6,570 – Early Career Grant, National Geographic Society
2017
Insights into medicinal plant use from elephant self-medication in northern Thailand

$7,853 – Napa-Solano Wildlife Conservation Commission
2016
Environmental education, citizen science and programming for the 2016-2017 school year

$2,500 – Solano County Parks and Recreation
2016
Tricolored Blackbird breeding colony survey during the 2016 breeding season

$10,142 – Napa-Solano Wildlife Conservation Commission
2015
Environmental education, citizen science and programming for the 2015-2016 school year

PUBLICATIONS

Greene, A., Teixidor-Toneu, I. and Odonne, G. (in press). To pick or not to pick: Photographic voucher specimens as an alternative method to botanical collecting in ethnobotany. Journal of Ethnobiology.
Tareau, M.A., Greene, A., Odonne, G. and Davy, D. (2022). Ceiba pentandra L. Gaertn. (Malvaceae) and associated species: Spiritual Keystone Species of the Neotropics. Botany 100, 127-140.
Tareau, M.A., Greene, A., Palisse, M., and Odonne, G. (2021). Migrant Pharmacopoeias: An Ethnobotanical Survey of Four Caribbean Communities in Amazonia (French Guiana). Economic Botany, 1–13.
Greene, A. (2021). Speaking with an upside-down tongue: Reflections on human-elephant multispecies culture in Thailand. Gajah 53, 4-19.

Castagnetti, F., Bhatta, J., Greene, A. (2021). An offering of grain: The agricultural and spiritual calendar of a food system in the Kailash Sacred Landscape, far western Nepal. Frontiers in Sustainable Food Systems 5, 1-21.
Greene, A., Panyadee, P., Inta, A. and Huffmann, M. (2020). Asian Elephant self-medication as a source of ethnoveterinary knowledge among the Karen of northern Thailand. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 259, 1-12.
Schackwitz, W., Airola, D., Greene, A. and Woodruff, J. (2020). Bioacoustic monitoring reveals details of Tricolored Blackbird breeding phenology. Journal of Fish & Wildlife Management 11(2), 1-13.
Miara, M.D., Bendif, H., Ouabed, A., Rebbas, K., Hammou, M.A., Amirat, M., Greene, A. and Teixidor-Toneu, I. (2019). Ethnoveterinary remedies used in the Algerian steppe: Exploring the relationship with traditional human herbal medicine. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 244, 1-13.

REVIEWER FOR
-Planta Medica
-Revue d’Ethnoécologie 
-Journal of Medicinal Plants Research
-Wiley Veterinary Medicine series book proposals
-European Journal of Wildlife Research
-National Geographic Society Level 1 grant proposals
-Biodiversitas Journal of Biological Diversity


PRINTED MATERIAL

California Birds in a Changing Climate: 170 Species At Risk
2016

Napa-Solano Audubon Society, California

A 50-page booklet of science communication interpreting a study by the National Audubon Society on the effects of climate change on avian populations. 5,000 printed

27 Interpretive Signs
2015-2017

Napa County Regional Park & Open Space District, California

Text for interpretive signs about local bird and mammal species. Installed at Wetland’s Edge Park, American Canyon, and Moore Creek Park, Lake Hennessey, California
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS

“A pocketful of seeds: Circulation of plants as a tool of resilience among the Hmong diaspora”
January 2023

University of Applied Science and Technology, Suriname
“A pocketful of seeds: Circulation of plants as a tool of resilience among the Hmong diaspora”
October 2022

Chiang Mai University, Thailand
“Medicinal plant collection in sacred and community forests of far western Nepal”
June 2021
International Herb Symposium (virtual)
“Human-elephant multispecies culture among the Karen of northern Thailand”
December 2020
Composing Elephant Worlds Conference (virtual)
“Human and Asian Elephant Coexistence”
February 2020

Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Malaysia
“Workshop on Asian Elephant Self-medication”
February 2020

Elephant Conservation Unit, HUTAN, Sukau, Sabah, Malaysia
“Workshop on Handheld Garmin GPS Units: Waypoints and Tracks”
January 2020
United Nations Development Program, Oecusse, Timor-Leste
“Workshop on How to Write a Research Proposal”
June 2018


Gokuleshwor Agricultural & Animal Science College, Nepal
“Moths of Napa: Creatures of the Night”
May 2017


Napa Public Library, Napa, California
“Traditional Plant Use of the Raglay, Viet Nam” 
April 2017

Napa Public Library, Napa, California

“Speak Dolphin: Exciting Discoveries in Dolphin Linguistics”
February 2016

Napa Public Library, Napa, California
“Wild Edible Plants of Napa County”  
October 2015

Napa Public Library, Napa, California

“Plants, Birds and Beauty: A Web of Interdependence” 
April 2014


Aveda Headquarters, Blaine, Minnesota

ADDITIONAL SKILLS

TECHNOLOGY

· Microsoft Access: database design
· GIS: Garmin devices and ArcGIS 
· Audio Recording: TASCAM and ZOOM devices
· Audio Editing: Audacity software


LANGUAGE
· English: native speaker

· French: professional
· Spanish: basic
· Italian: basic

· Thai: basic
4

